
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sunday, May 31, 2026 
Music: Glenda McGaffee 
Lay Reader: Ethan Rozeboom 
 
TRINITY SUNDAY 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
*Please stand as you are able 
 
*GATHERING HYMN ELW #413 “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” 
1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 
3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
 perfect in pow'r, in love and purity. 
 
4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
*GREETING:  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
P:  You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
C:  a people holy to the Lord our God. 
P:  Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. 
P:  One does not live by bread alone, 
C:  but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 



 
*SCRIPTURE SONG ELW #512, “Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and 
we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us 
in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy 
and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete 
chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And 
God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate 
the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that 
were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God 
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 
the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 
morning, the fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 



fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters 
swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth 
day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 
  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 
on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
P:  The Word of the Lord   C:  Thanks be to God 
 
RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 8 
1 O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 
children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and 
avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you 
have set in their courses, 
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that 
you should care for them?  
5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them. 
6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all things 
under their feet: 
7 all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 



8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of 
the sea. 
9 O LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; 
agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
R: The Word of the Lord    C: Thanks be to God 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION, ELW pg 205 
Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word.  Let it burn like fire within us; 
speak until our hearts are stirred.  Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you 
bring.  
 
*GOSPEL READING: Matthew 28:16-20 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
P:  This is, the Gospel of the Lord    C:  Thanks be to God 
 
MESSAGE:  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #412 “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” 
1. Come, join the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun— the interweaving of the 
 Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. The universe of space and time did not arise by 
 chance, but as the Three, in love and hope, made room within their dance. 
 
2. Come, see the face of Trinity, newborn in Bethlehem; then bloodied by a crown 
 of thorns outside Jerusalem. The dance of Trinity is meant for human flesh and 
 bone; when fear confines the dance in death, God rolls away the stone. 
 
3. Come, speak aloud of Trinity, as wind and tongues of flame set people free at 
 Pentecost to tell the Savior's name. We know the yoke of sin and death, our 
 necks have worn it smooth; go tell the world of weight and woe that we are free 
 to move! 
 
4. Within the dance of Trinity, before all worlds begun, we sing the praises of the 
 Three, the Father, Spirit, Son. Let voices rise and interweave, by love and hope 
 set free, to shape in song this joy, this life: the dance of Trinity. 
 



*RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
P:  In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
C:  We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 
P:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
P:  Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
C:  pray in the Holy Spirit. 
P:  Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
C:  look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
P:  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
C:  Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new! 
P:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled to 
God and to one another.  
Gracious God, 
C:  have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
C:  Amen 
 
*PEACE 
P:  Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with 
one another, live in peace.   The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING GATHERED 
*OFFERING SONG #885 “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; 

praise God above, ye heav'nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray.  God, our Creator, 
you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature.  With 
these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care.  Help us to delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P:  God of grace,  C:  hear our prayer. 
 
P:  through Jesus our Savior. C.  Amen 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN ACS# 947 “Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud” (sung to 
#693) 
 
1. Source and Sov'reign, Rock and Cloud, Fortress, Fountain, Shelter, Light, 
 Judge, Defender, Mercy, Might, Life whose life all life endowed: 
 
Refrain 
 May the church at prayer recall that no single holy name 
 but the truth behind them all is the God whom we proclaim. 
 
2. Word and Wisdom, Root and Vine, Shepherd, Savior, Servant, Lamb, 
 Well and Water, Bread and Wine, Way who leads us to I AM: 
 
Refrain 
 May the church at prayer recall that no single holy name 
 but the truth behind them all is the God whom we proclaim 
 
3. Storm and Stillness, Breath and Dove, Thunder, Tempest, Whirlwind, Fire, 
 Comfort, Couns'lor, Presence, Love, Energies that never tire:  
 
Refrain 
 May the church at prayer recall that no single holy name 
 but the truth behind them all is the God whom we proclaim 
 
*DISMISSAL    
P: Heaven has come near.  Go share the good news.   C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Prayer Concerns:  Peggy Goettsch, Doug Chapman 
 
 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Congratulations to Ashley and Tony Wertish on the birth of Emmett James, born May 
25 at 9:53 a.m. He weighed 9 lb. 1 oz. and measured 21½ inches long. He is welcomed 
by his big brother, Everett, and big sister, Enid. 
 
There are multiple areas where volunteers are needed to assist in worship and help 
maintain the church property.  These include ushers, communion helpers, lay 
readers, power point operators, acolytes, and mowers.  Please sign up on the 
appropriate sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.   
 
Volunteers are needed to provide coffee and snacks during the summer months. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board. 
 
Tuff Home Country Store is seeking donations of various items. A collection box can 
be found in the narthex. Requested items include: lip balm, lipstick, nail polish, body 
sprays, hair detangler/brush, socks, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hard candies, lotion, 
large print word searches, and seasonal room decorations. 
 
Generations Senior Meal Site is looking for volunteers to assist with serving their 
scheduled noon meals.  If you enjoy visiting with people and serving others, consider 
becoming a volunteer.  There are needs for dishwasher and dining room volunteers…on 
a regular and/or intermittent basis.  Please call Pam at Generations:  507-283-9846 to 
volunteer or for additional information!  Volunteer schedules allow people to select the 
days they can serve! 
 
Shetek camp brochures available in the narthex. 
 
Help Wanted: Need someone to help with power point on Sunday morning worship. If 
interested, please contact Dawn Leenderts. Will train! (507-962-3560) 
 
 
 

 


